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PATS. OF OBSERVATION: Be comb er 1$ 62 *■ \ ‘ ’ • ' % ", '' " ' ” k " 

XXyALVA^ IQK . COffiiERTt Tho trial under reference Vaa held in lihESSA' BYSTRICA 
■ ( central Slovakia) botwaan lovc-mbcr ' 12 and 22, r- 19 62. Arranged as 'a 
spectacular show trial',*' "it 'ended with Badiala* SriZJASTSaT, at present -i . , ii 
employed 'with BFE, '• sentenced tc' death* in absentia : the 'other defendant a' 1 '* 
drew sentences up to the legal maximum of~i l j years of imprisonment. 

• -She ' two ’ comment# vh’ieh “follow mn.y bo viewed as * typical reactions prevalent' 
among wide segments of tho ' population. It does coon probable 'that tho * J 
majority responds' to a\ show trial cf this sort at loaat'with scepticism. < 
.‘•?ho' attitude of disbelief must be enhanced' if they hear that tho* main 
defendant had boon tried — and acquitted — for the .oamo alleged , war 
orimoo as far back' as 1946.' If they devote 00. *ao oononta to rational 
consideration, most people are bound to realise, that there is no 'objective 
roasen'to engineer euc'h surprises (a«o, e.g. the draaatio story about. ' 
tho alleged eradication ; ’,of two village# in tho Slovak ' aountaiaa l ) acre" 
than 17 year a after, ’the /war.' moreover the propaganda against RF2 with !> 
which the show 'trial was : linkod imde bcao of .the Conicuni at motives ."all 
too 'transparent ^ ' • " ' • ' t ‘ • •’ ' ’’ , • ; ' <l 

On tho other hand, ...it -is ..true thatnnsny people .remain aenaitlve to any 
war crime allegations. Even if they do not believe everything to the last 
iota, they lack, the possibility of verification and are left- with the ... i. •• 
Impression that at -least some p?.rts of the .accusation arc, more. or leas, --usi \ ■ 
based on facts* With .-these strata, uhich certainly include not. only. 3? arty • 
nombora, .the propaganda drive unloaohoA ■ againat 'HlZIhUISSf ..and, by.*iaa.-> } 

plication,* RKE,: la,. fhOt without . temporary of foot.,:. •: ,1 r., no i 
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‘'•The 'Informant is' convinced that tho trial of tho mombers of the \ 

co-oailed w Edelw*ioa M Coumt or -Parti oat Unit In November of loot year 
(1962) in BAR'S KA' BYSTRICA and 'the reaction to It among tho Caeoh publlo 
ro3pootivoly did not corae up to the erpoott tioas of tho Communist organiaora 
of the trial. 1 It is said ,’that' 'there ""wore many vaak points in the' “trial " 

rhioh boomeranged' against ;its initiators*' - *' " .. 

„ Tj-.,i 4 ., -.T-.- .: ■ ■ ... \. ■ t- l..--:: .- : : .'U -.cr >. > 1 7, * 

''''The ‘informant,'' who 'lives 'in ’Koravia,' followad tho trial by listening 
repeatedly to Radio Bratislava y Ho had his : personal reasons for this,; '. .. 
tin co ho had boon ‘in 'certain difficulties cf ^'political nature' after tho 
and of - tho ; second' world war b conus 0 of his activity during tho tiiao of 
the PfotoctoratQ. ; ’ .He gained the • iirprej cion from the very first days of t 
the trial- that , tho .'charged Vera trump od up, - exaggerated in many' details, . 
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,, spurious and illogical and that an aim differ oat from the just 
punishment of tha da fondants in the dock a as contemplated. 

Ha verified this personal impression in conversations with other 
• people and oven comrades who, ho ua/a , also did not know what to think 
about the case. In general, people wore wo adoring about a on© oir- 
cumctanoe3 which evoked mistrust in the whole proceedings. 

a) What was tho reason for dragging up, after seventeen years, a caao 
which happened during tho war when tho people on trial — as appeared 

.likely — had actually boon living and 'corking quietly somewhere in 
Slovakia. It did not seem probable oither that people with a record 
of such serious erica a , which they admitted in tho trial, should have 
boon able to escape notice for such a long time • 

4 • ■ 

b) The defendants admitted that they had killed children, women and 
old people, that they had ransacked and burned down hamlets and 

"settlements. However, none of them drew a sentence of more than 15 | 

year a. Several death sentences and sentences of life imprisonment had j 
been expaotad. 

a) Tha only person sentenced to death was 31 Z SAITS KY, now an employee | 
.of "Free Europe," as had boon ctreoaed several timos during tho trial. 1 
.He was sentenced in absentia and. thus was unable to defend himself, | 
presenting an easy .target for tho prosecution. 

The informant asserts that, as a result of all this, thinking 
people regarded tho whole affair as a show aa a typical example 

of Communist justice which does not sock a just judgment but pursues 
'other aims. The informants admit that there wore certain still to be 
many people who would agree with tho trial for a variety of reasons, 
euoh as hatred for tho Germane and Hlinku followers, eto., and who 
.would not think over carefully for thorns elves . Those pooplo would bo 
■ in a- oubatantial minority, however? compared with thoso who regard, 

•out of principle, every Communist action with ouopioion. 



It struck tho informant as ' strung© that it was repeated several 
timos during tho trial that the main culprit, NIZJIA2TSKY, is an employee 
of .VBadio Free Europe”. In view of all the discrepancies and incon- ■ 
aiotenolaa of tho trial, tho above fact led him to believe that tho 
.issue at BAHS KA BYSTRICA vreva not retribution for inhuman actiono com- 
mitted after tho Slovak Uprising, but a trial of "Free Europe" which 
Vaa- to ba discredited in the ©yes of itts listeners. This view — as 
ho said himself — is moat likely also hold by other critics of the 
trial, lnaomuch as ho heard from others that tho defendants, with tho 
exception of KIZKMSKY, were sentenced only for form’s sake and that . 
they would be released again 'in two or throo years. — 

In connection with thi'o trial, tho informant touohod upon several 
■quectiona which, in hio view, thoso who prepared tha trial did not 
include in thoir calculations or which they failed to assess correctly. 
Ono of them io tha fact that people in tho historical countries and 
even more so in Slovakia dislike tha memoriae of war. Thoso memories 
aro disagreeable and they want to be loft in peaoe. There is not muoh 
oynpathy for trials going back to wartime deeds. A different oase was 
tho trial against Eiohmann, who had been in hiding for years. But 
what is the point -of bringing' up a case which had occurred seventeen 
years ago, God known under what circumstances: Tho informant also points 
out that tha connection with tha partisan movement raises doubts among 
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many people, gs wall as an opposite reaction because partisanship has 
boon greatly profaned in our country. 

Another questionable matter is, in source's view, the digging 
out of events which, occurred during the protectorate or in tho "Slovak 
State" and which upset a certain section of peoplo in the whole 
country who were exposed at that time and who later went through all 
sorts of purges and trial 'revisions of this kind already after 1943. 
.According to source, there are also among the comrades peoplo whoso 
criminal activity in tho protectorate or tho "Slovak State" ha 3 boon 
covered by the Party card or by a confirmation of their partisan 
activity. Source notes that a similar confirmation saved the former 
trado union worker ERBAN during tho protectorate. If anyone v/ere 
interested in digging out his case,' as happened to some others and to 
scrutinize it from similar aspects, hi3 fate could eaclly be similar 
to the fate of those tried in BAIvSKA BYSTRICA. Of oourso, the charge 
.would. be different and would be preferred in a less public form. This 
was another reason why sympathy was deducted from the above-mentioned 
trial. 

Another aouroa (a man in his sixties, from PRAGUE, Party member,) 
who visited PARIS privately in January l$i63 said, talking- about the 
trial of the former members of the "Edelweiss" unit, that NIZNAlISKY's 
eaao oausod an unusual stir in Czechoslovakia. 

. .' People in the CSSR are, according to the informant, still very 

sensitive in this respect. Phc regime knows this very well, and, 
therefore, does not miss a single opportunity to use such cases of 
propaganda. 

According to source, people are in general vary surprised that 
a man like this is allowed to hold a position in an institution 
which has a mission as responsible as Radio Pres Europe. 
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